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I have held this manuscript seversal days
waiting to get the picture to send with it,
but it seeme to be taking them an unususlly

time to get them developed, so I am sending

the picture. Will eend it asnother

ithout




BETHEL CHURCH"'~==B|

Just vwhen the Methodist EiL

roduced into the ureenbeier Velley,
Put as early as 1842 there wes a well
c¢ircuit in this valley. On the roll of t
mere the names of many nf the most prominen
¢itizeus of the velley,

Perheps the oldest saciety in P
the sethel Church in Buckeye, & small vi
velley from Merlinton. It is relsted that
Frotestant minister cane into thie commu
privelege of preeching st the ecame pPlace v

hed hesn holding services. Whather this wa ;a‘

or public meeting house ie not relnted. Mr. John

& church member, invited “his nev prescher to |
Tre invitation wee €ledly sceepted, end & houge
cnme 1o heer this ™new “iud of Msth

germon in that community,

hurmler of wneonvertel men vent




4s £99n e& the meeting house was uompleuad.th@=ngw”

=intster h21d a revivel meating and meny of tha-nen-"ﬁﬁ:hhi helpea
t2 tuild the housa were ‘onverted, end Yiecere chﬁrteﬁ miﬁﬁéﬁﬁ of the
socisty thet wes formed st the ¢lose of the meectinge. Yhile the
revival was in PTocress seventeen of the Jouug peoyla;lﬁgﬁ &
sreyer-meeting et the M, =, “hurch eng atltended the revival ser~
For this act they vere Cxpelled from the ﬂ&;ihi%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂ

S
“hen the M. P, Class was formeq these 17 end eighteen ' 5

81l) vho hsj formerly been members of the M, K,

ety formed at the new

Church, ;
log churckh, then lmovn sp

new goc

B0

Church, but now celled Bethel,

The oldest records show that Bethel Churwh
One hundred members in 18E83; anonz themnm ware.ﬁﬁn&-@f
Prominent citizens of the community, The Overhelt@.‘

Rogers and MeZeever families were lesders in the
Bethel church has giv

ol to the conference tvo £t
and s few

local Preechers of ability, Dr, LA, 1P

h&lf brother Revy, Moore Mcleill, vere members hez

vives hav

D

e come from the meémbership of Bethel chy

B, i, Hitehell, who “as Miss Blizabeth Prances 2e
ley, Jonathan'McHaill,

Auldrfée, Nellie Ragers.

Joshua Byck Janes |

Slizabeth Fleming, Ruty |
Augeline Hole111, iy

88115 nembere &t Bethel,

Lrs, Permeny Mr, ang Mrg, Villsam )
John Buckley gre Lrong the ol&ﬁ* -

- &
[NiZ |



the present houae »f woraliip at Buckeye vae LWuilt wnider th

wstimale of Rev, George VW. Barregt, end Rev. M. L. Snith

:ietant, in 1888. It is e neat, cormodious, framdpuilaing. and

very creditsble to the community and to the Methodiet Protestent

tim

“he Greenbrier Valley has produced meny able and

iistinguiched mimisters. 4nd to old betheybhurch at Buckeje,
telonge the honor of heving given to the Weet Virginie conference

of the Hethodist Protestent Church, one of its prominent £nd
successiul ministers, who for then forty yeurs vae nciive in
ths work of the conference.

Dr. McEeever was born July 24, 1844, He united vith |

the kiesthodist Protestant Church st Buckeye in 1866, &nd vees licened

to presech by the quarterly conference of the_Pacahantaazﬂéﬁmi%%gifg

femove class of 1871, six of whom served a8 presidents of

conference in suceession: Be oStout, A. L. lcKeever, De Gen
D. C. Yszese, J. M. Conawey snd 2. J. Wilson.

Brother licKkeever served many of the lea

g president, smd was ceversl times a drnlegate %0
Yonference seesions., He preached his Pfiret germon

Dr. lNecKeever merried liiss Sarsh Young., O

Dr. Otto D, liceever, ¢ o distinguinhea'minist@m

Crurch, and o femoue lecturer.

From------The Methodist Prote




record ltept L, Jonn 13'-1i;1:1£;:_' ghowe that in
3441 ¥ [ o) wand vina !
i bl T 00d vvas the pagtor of thae Buckeye church,
» Suckley who now has the recora egye that he is of the
lehervood was the first minister to gerve this church,

Lebly the one who wag refused permiggion to proeach in
. <+ church. He says that the Methodist Episcopéls verc very
trict &t that lime &and never permitted auy one of another
: tion to u their church, snd for this very reeson they
lost thelr iniluence in the community and for & time had very
few ménbers. Finally & men by the name of Harper wae sent to teke
over the pestorsge, he allowed them some liberality and cucceeded
in organizing a right good clsss, but it wsg uever H8 ELTrONg
gc it had been before they expelled some of the members for going
to the Methodigt Protestant meeting.
According to this record.the next minister to Iollow
Icherviood,was Williem Bolton. It gives the ¢lass TiSt Tor
1841 &s follows;
Willism H. Linsey (probablj Lindsay)
Fsul linsey & A

llery Zemey Cutlip Geiger, Serah Geiger,

Virginia F. Mcleill,
Ferancis Harper,
mildred Mcleill, W

Jenny Kenmison,

Samuel Collins,

L - - oy

Hargnret Uum,

mLry J hnson, Ser
-anuel W, My , g

Williem Herper,

i

William

Blizeheth Barlov,

Mary Z. Moore,

J
1lliam C. Heleill,

I

nYie

-

s
i g

Hough 4, Sherp,
Henry Moore,
nathen Meleill,
Rechel Thomes,
Charleg Uailins,

ry J. Cageell,

Mebride Gum,

& Johnson,

e

PITRE,
LU 8L,

o
s
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ashington Sharp, Hycueres Sharp,  Samyey Griﬁea
George lightner, Henyy Lightues, Barah Lif_’htn.e*:'

y L]
Susenneh Eightuer, James Moore, Marparet lioore,
Pevid brimes,  Mary Urimes, Robert Blerp, Mery Sharp,

Arthur Shurp Beteyw She
Tt TOTEY Sherp, SGEEER Urimes, Margaret trimes,

Anthony Lightner, Klenor Lightner. Devig Lightner,
um Lightner, Rechel McClure : George McIsurhlin,

Sgra Mceleughlin,

“lizabeth Melorcle, James McCoreis, ‘
iy (Y rn v a N - 1 + 1 '
“ohn Heborcle,  Semuel Gibson, | ihomas Hogsett, :
Jecob Shinaberry, “arpuret Shinsberry, Anua S.inaberry,
Prtas Fhin R |

JoShua Buckley, lucenda Buckley, Ruth £lize Buckley,
Slizabeth Buckley, Harmon Sharp, Williem Sharp, & A '

Hough Celvin Sherp, Uary Zllen Sharp, Clarisa Eol‘s:@m—, Ly’ iaaet

Slizebeth Bolton, 4sa Shinn licleill, Rachel Kellison, ‘ﬂn;
liertha Kellison, James Kellison. _m-'l_ (S

¥rom this class list, one can easily see that

new zind of lMlethodiem attracted people from the surroun
countryside for a radius of many miles, from Brovns
Lene, L1k and meny other communities. This list,howe:

give the names of the Uverholts, Fennells and lckee

&ll loyal members. Perhaps they did not join u.util

lir, Buckley says that sll of those vho
from the W, B, church, remained loyal members of th
HEVEr returning to the M. B. church. He said that in
¥ére 105 members in the Bethel church at Buckeye bu
they eent in gome uneducated preachers a,na,'mepgq

Uscouraged ana disgueted because they could not cc
oth




rhen they Sent in better pge

A
gble tO build up the Classg g

uneducated preachers werg there
-

‘here has been ng lletho
dist Protestant minieter at thie
e o T h e
church for the lust ten YeArs, snd st the bresent time(1940)
there are only five members,
drs. Susen Meleinn, ldrs. Nancy McNeiil
. . i
ldrs., Lottie Pennell, lirs Margeret Yhomss,
J
and John B, Buckiey, Mr. Buckley says thet none
of them are able to get out to church because of their age. 411
of the yuunger members have joined some other denomination.

According to Prices’ History, lioore McHeill, the youngeet
son of Williem the teacher, beceme & preacher, end entered the
itineracy of the suspices of the Methﬂﬁiﬁt-ﬂfﬂtﬁﬁtﬁﬁt.ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁi and
treveled meny years with marked success aud acceptence %nnﬁﬁgygmugagea

et
of Wwest Virginie bordering the Ohio River. e B

Asa Shinn lcleill was elso & peeacher, but for
never took & regular circuit. He, however was consi
eble preacher, often substituting for other mimi

Zlders.
Mr. Buckley says that &s fer back &

the Presbyteriens have used this chuech, wit
Sydenstricker end Wm T. Price as their ea:
doubt the same ones that served other Pr
preached to this Preshyterian cless &t B
Presbyterian members &t this church were
£.r meny yesrs this church has been sex

- < |
w i .'—

il R — - -

nigister from the Merlinton ch






